
       

 Learning to Make Do  

SS-05-3.1.1   Students will describe scarcity and explain how 

scarcity required people in different periods in the U.S. to 

make economic choices and incur opportunity costs. 

During different periods during the development of our 

country, some goods and services often become scarce for 

many different reasons.  One of these times is during 

wartimes.  While touring the museum, you heard about what 

items were scarce during World War II.   

• Write about one item that was scarce and how people 

dealt with it in their everyday lives. 

• Write about an item that was scarce that people dealt 

with collectively as a society. 

• Tell how it would feel to have to do without, conserve, 

or use a substitution for something that was scarce 

during World War II.  

• Imagine what item may become scarce today or in your 

lifetime. 


